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New Collarette

At the AGM on the 7th March 1996, Jim Taylor announced that the Past Presidents had purchased a 
collarette, for the Association with the names of the last eight Past Presidents, and enough bars on it, to 
carry through well into the next century.

The collarette was then presented to President David Boyle, by Mrs Sadie Reid, widow of the first 
President David Reid named on the collarette, after which she was presented with a bouquet of flowers 
by the oldest surviving Past president of the K&D Willie Knight, who had been David Reid’s Vice President 
during David’s term of office.

With Mrs Reid the presentation party are:

left to right

A Lawson, J Tuten, W Knight, H Erentz, President D Boyle, A Michie, and a very smart Jim Taylor with the 
first public showing of the new red blazer.
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Red Blazers

The famous or infamous red blazers were introduced by The K&D in season 1996, as they were very 
keen to heighten the image of the K&D representatives when they were attending bowling functions in 
an official capacity.

In previous years the Committee representatives had to wear the blazer of the club they belonged to, 
which made them largely anonymous at the event.

The committee members had to pay the cost of purchasing their own blazers, but everyone agreed it 
raised the profile of the K&D representative within the bowling community.

Pictured below are the red blazers 

Picture taken at the Westermains 150 year celebration in 2003.

From left to right

Back row	 A Lawson, J McNeill, T Gallagher

Front row	 W Black, A Michie, R McMonagle, J Dalziel, P Johnstone, J Taylor.

K&D Past President William Black, as shown by his tartan blazer, has been the district 28 representative of 
the Scottish Bowling Association since 2001 to present day.

In addition, Past President Jimmy Dalziel is the current secretary of the Dumbartonshire Bowling Association 
and still plays a very active role on the K&D Committee.
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The Office bearers and Committee 
in the last half of the 20th century

In writing the history of the K&D, I have had to concentrate on the office bearers and members of 
committee at the start of the Association.

In this page I would like to pay tribute to all the hard working members of the K&D who kept the 
association going, during the latter part of the twentieth century.

From 1909 to 1973 we had but five presidents in all that time, and between 1909 and 1975 we had only 
four secretaries, but nothing lasts forever, not even in the K&D.

In the early seventies JW Locke was President from 1970 to 1973, then JA Gibson from 1974 to 1975, 
both these gentlemen were given honorary membership by the association. And finally David Reid of 
Woodilee, the last of the three-year Presidents who served from 1976 to 1978. David was not honoured 
but left a fine memory as a first class K&D President - his is the first name on the presidential collarette. 
His name also lives on in bowling circles with his son Robert and grandson at Westermains..

With the start of the two year Presidencies in 1979, the organisation of the K&D became much more 
dependent on the normal committee structure. The dynasties where President and Secretary had 
successfully organised the K&D together for twenty years or so were long gone, and in their place were 
Presidents and Secretaries with a new approach to the running of the K&D.

Bowling clubs in general were becoming more commercially aware and successful, and the K&D had to 
change with them.

Following David Reid was one of the great characters of the K&D, Willie Knight from Auchinloch, an 
extrovert, with a great sense of humour. He was a very hard worker both for the K&D, and his own club 
Auchinloch. Partnering him was his pal from Auchinloch Andy Lawson, also destined to become a future 
K&D President. Together they were a great double act.

Joe Urqhuart from Cumbernauld took over as President in 1981, but unfortunately ill health meant that 
Joe only served one year in office. However he made a fine contribution to the K&D. Cumbernauld 
had to wait another twenty four years until 1995, for another of her son’s to take his place. Another 
great character David Boyle, who still maintains to this day, that he was the finest singer to serve as the 
President of the K&D.

Enough of Presidents. Following the step down of George Crook’s we had another K&D legend as 
secretary Jim Taylor. He served as secretary from 1976 to 1979, then came back in 1989 to serve until 
1994, I should mention that in 1987 and 1988, he was President of the K&D. He thoroughly deserved 
his nomination as Honorary President in 2001.

From 1980 to 1986 we had another great character as secretary, Jimmy Main of Campsie, a hard working 
chap for both the K&D and his own club Campsie.

Ian Laurie of Lenzie also deserves a mention; he was a member of the K&D committee, during the 
1960’s and 1970’s, and he proposed the start of our K&D Triples competition.. He has always been a 
good supporter of the K&D, and always willing to help out as umpire if required.

I have to finish up with the quiet man Harry Erentz, if only he had been able to speak up for himself, he 
would have been a “giant of a man”, “just kidding Harry”.

Harry served with the K&D as Vice president in 1989 and 1990, and was President in 1991 and 1992, 
and was secretary from 1995 to 1998, and also 2005 and 2006. He worked hard for the association, 
despite not enjoying good health. He was a great supporter of our Centenary book.
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Harry set up a computerised system to record all the scorecards sent in for both our Friday night league 
and the Wednesday seniors’ league, as far back as 1991, when he assisted Jim Taylor who was secretary 
at that time.

He then acted as assistant to Tommy Gallagher when he was secretary, and continued with the 
responsibility of looking after the leagues and other competitions.

A great commitment to the Association, from 1991 to 2004.

A nice photograph taken at the 1996 finals held at Milton of Campsie.

From left to right 

Back row H Erentz, R McMonagle, W Black, D Lafferty, J Taylor.

Front row W Knight, G Crooks, J McNeill, Pres D Boyle, A Lawson.
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Author’s Notes

I was given the task of writing the centenary history of the Kirkintilloch & District Bowling Association 
at the start of April 2003, a duty I was delighted to perform.

My own club Abronhill joined the K&D in 1985, and I myself acted as an auditor to the K&D that same 
year. I became a member of the committee in 1986, becoming President in 1997-1998, and I have been 
involved as a Past President ever since.

My memories of the K&D have always been pleasant. A nice bunch of people to work with, well deserving 
the reputation they had, of being the “wee happy association” who gave their member clubs extremely 
good value for money.

But who were the people who founded the K&D? Neither myself, nor my fellow committee members 
knew anything, of the origins of the K&D; we were an Association, not a club with their own premises, 
with honours boards, and photographs on the clubhouse walls, and stories passed down to members 
over time.

The history of the K&D lay in dusty old minute books, which had not seen the light of day, for many 
years, as they had been stored in some dark corner of the secretary’s house. Now it was my task to 
examine these minute books, and see what information they contained.

I have now completed this project, and written the history of the K&D, based on my interpretation of 
the minute books, together with newspaper reports of the relevant period, and also reference to the 
official club histories of many of our member clubs.

As always when you are researching times gone by, there are problems. Some secretaries were better 
than others in recording detail, and some had beautiful copper plate handwriting - but others did not, 
and their handwriting was difficult to interpret.

So please accept my apologies if I have mis-spelt a family member’s or past friend’s name.

I have deliberately concentrated on the origins of the K&D, to give credit to all the fine people who 
have now passed on, and give them the public recognition they deserve. I realise that I have not given 
the same high profile to all the great workers for the K&D over the last fifty years, but they all have my 
deepest admiration, and perhaps in years to come, a future historian can record their efforts in greater 
depth.

This centenary history after publication will be placed on the history section of the K&D website www.kdba.
org.uk This will enable additions to be made to the current history, either by myself, or by a future historian. 
Also any additional information or corrections, can be included in the web history.

Our minute books are being donated to the archive section of the William Patrick library in Kirkintilloch 
along with the minute books of Kirkintilloch and Westermains, and will be available for public viewing.

I have many people to thank for their help and assistance in writing this book, Ernest M Johnson of 
Dumbarton BC, the official SBA historian, together with local historians, George Stead of Westermains 
BC, and John McKenzie of Chryston BC.

Also Jim Taylor, our Centenary Chairman, for his help and encouragement.

A special mention for my fellow members of the Centenary committee, John Cowie, Pat Johnstone and 
Jimmy Dalziel, who not only helped with all the work involved in getting the book published, but along 
with the web designer Stuart Kidd established the K&D website. A great job was done in a short space 
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of time. And also to the rest of the K&D Committee, who have all been very supportive and helped me 
greatly with my research for the book. 

To my friend Phil Seale, who I got to know from my hill walking days, and who is an expert photographer. 
He took my rather vague designs and ideas for the front and back pages of the book, and created the 
superb colour pages and designs that you see on the covers of the book. I thank him very much for his 
excellent work.

Last but not least, my wife Janet for her patience and understanding with me all the time I was working 
on the book, and supporting and encouraging  me during difficult times with her own health.

I would like to dedicate this book to her.

Jim McNeill



Kirkintilloch and District Bowling Association

50

								        Singles Trophy
							                 Presented by Mr JG Mclellan 

           Points Four Trophy	 				        of Strathblane BC.

						                          Original 750 Trophy 
						              Presented by Kirkintilloch, Town Council - Held by Lenzie BC 

                       Pairs Trophy			            after winning the trophy three times in 1966, 1967 & 1968.
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First meeting of the proposed Bowling Association as recorded in 
the Kilsyth Journal dated 27th February 1909
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Results from the Points Four Competition as recorded in the 
Kirkintilloch Herald dated 30th June 1909
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First Single-Handed Competition 1914
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Rules for the game of bowls 1670 
copy kindly provided by Mr Ernest M Johnson 
Junior Vice President of the Scottish Bowling Association
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Presentation to James Little Kilsyth Journal 29/05/1920
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Newspaper Report Kilsyth Journal 1918 - Winners of the Points 
Four Competition
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Presentation to Mr Mackenzie - Kilsyth Journal, 
10th November 1923
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James Little and George Hunter - Fanshawe Trophy
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Letter from Woodilee Bowling Club 17th April 1919
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